LIFE  IN   THE   CHATEAU

nor was not instructed to address her father by
the customary titles of reverence. The word *
" father" was enough; it signified both rever-
ence and affection. " We call God Almighty
* Father*," Montaigne writes, " and we disdain
to have our children call us so; in my family
I have reformed that error." If a friend or a
stranger took up his abode for a while in the hos-
pitable chateau, he found that it deserved the
name of Liberty Hall, Through ceremonies and
formalities, as Montaigne thought, we lose the
substance of things for the shadows; " ceremony
forbids us to express by words things that are
lawful and natural, and we hold by it; reason
forbids us to do things unlawful and evil, and
we will not listen to it." In the chateau both the
master, his household, and his guests enjoyed an
unaccustomed freedom; "there is here a truce
to ceremony, to usherings and attendance at de-
partures and such like troublesome rales of cour-
tesy; oh, the servile and importunate custom!"
Every one governs himself after his own fashion;
he who pleases, may indulge or communicate his
thoughts; I sit mute, musing and self-involved,
without offence to my guests." Now and again,
perhaps, some dignified visitor might be ruffled
a little because he had not been greeted on his
arrival and conducted with state to the principal
apartment. Montaigne comforted himself with
2152eenth
